
T H E  S E C R E T  L I F E  O F  O B J E C T S  
PITTORINO DESIGNS’ DESIGNER AND MAKER ROBBI PITTORINO 
HAS BEEN WORKING AS A SCULPTOR AND MAKER OF FURNITURE 
FOR MORE THAN TWO DECADES. WALKING INTO HIS SYDNEY 
HOME, WHICH FEATURES HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE, 
SCULPTURES, WALLS AND BENCHTOPS, ONE IS SURROUNDED BY 
OBJECTS WHICH EMBODY LIFE AND MOVEMENT. SCULPTURES 
APPEAR TO TAKE BREATH WHILE TABLE LEGS LOOK LIKE THEY 
ARE BILLOWING IN THE BREEZE. 
 
YOUR WORK HAS A PARTICULAR AESTHETIC. HOW DID THIS DEVELOP? WHAT 
INSPIRES YOU? 
 
I'm fascinated by the way nature solves difficult design problems in such beautiful and elegant 
ways. The way leaves attach to a branch or fingers to a hand – such difficult project briefs 
executed with breathtaking subtlety and grace. 

My own aesthetic tends towards organic forms and finding movement through a piece. I don’t try 
to make a bold statement as a designer. Instead my goal is to let the material tell its own story, 
for each observer to interpret as they will. Like nature, the material finds its own answers. I like to 
think of myself as a scientist, always observing how materials behave and develop. 

What is important to me is not only the look of an object, but also how it feels and performs. I 
find deviating from the geometric gives objects a different tactile quality. I like to play with 
shapes which are smooth to touch, comfortable to lean against and which resonate a certain 
warmth. I also try to be clear about how the object will be used and ensure the design facilitates 
its usage. 



 

Signature polished concrete table and benches in white. 
 
WHAT MATERIALS DO YOU WORK WITH? 
 
I now specialise in timber and concrete. I’ve worked with timber since I began making sculptures 
and furniture in the early 90’s. But I was always fascinated by concrete and began walking into 
concrete supply stores and asking lots of questions about tools and materials. The possibilities 
of concrete are truly endless – a “liquid stone” whose make-up, colour, texture and form can be 
entirely determined by the maker. Concrete has such great sculptural potential. I began exploring 
concrete seriously in 2006, doing a number of training courses here and overseas and starting 
my own ongoing research and development. 

“The possibilities of concrete are truly endless – a “liquid stone” whose make-
up, colour, texture and form can be entirely determined by the maker. Concrete 
has such great sculptural potential.” 
 



Concrete and timber both have very strong personalities. For my sculptures, I use a lot of 
turpentine reclaimed from Sydney Harbour. These old wharf piles embody a million stories in the 
timber’s shape and texture. Working with timber is a collaboration, a dialogue with the material. 
Concrete is a different beast: it is temperamental, will react wilfully to different ingredients in the 
mix, to different weather conditions. Working with concrete can be like wrestling or like dancing 
with the material. It alternates between being a battle and a ballet. 

 

	
	
The distinct design of Pittorino dining tables. 
	



	
	
Pittorino sculptures. 
 
PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS SURPRISED WHEN YOU TELL THEM YOUR PIECES ARE 
ACTUALLY MADE OF CONCRETE. WHAT IS IT ABOUT YOUR WORK THAT 
CHALLENGES PEOPLE’S EXPECTATIONS OF CONCRETE? 
 
People expect concrete to be grey, flat, heavy and industrial. It doesn’t need to be any of those 
things. Concrete is a liquid stone – it can take on any shape, colour, texture and finish. My 
interest is in pushing the boundaries of what can be achieved. Our organic lines and honed 
finishes have a look and feel more often associated with natural stone. 

Much of the concrete work being produced at the moment is grey. But even these products are 
often created by using white cement and grey pigment instead of traditional grey cement. When 
you start with a white base and the enormous range of pigments available – all of which can be 
used at different strengths and blended with each other – the colour palette is limitless. 

Sands and aggregates open another realm of possibilities. A lot of the work being produced at 
the moment has no exposure – celebrating the raw cement part of the concrete. We often like to 
expose the other materials in the mix – either lightly to reveal the sand or fully to reveal larger 
aggregates. 

“The other thing people don’t realise about concrete is that it is ideally suited 
to both indoor and outdoor usage...We live on the coast of Sydney – the 
weather is brutal with sun, salt and wind. The ocean eats buildings. We love to 



enjoy this environment and we need furniture which can withstand these 
conditions.” 
The other thing people don’t realise about concrete is that it is ideally suited to both indoor and 
outdoor usage. Concrete is not a new technology – the Pantheon of Ancient Rome is a great 
testament to the enduring qualities of this material. It just keeps getting harder as it ages. We 
live on the coast of Sydney – the weather is brutal with sun, salt and wind. The ocean eats 
buildings. We love to enjoy this environment and we need furniture which can withstand these 
conditions. 
 

	



Polished concrete bench tops. 
 
IS ALL YOUR WORK BESPOKE? HOW DO YOU COLLABORATE WITH YOUR 
CUSTOMERS? 
 
Yes. We work with clients to create objects which meet their needs and are personally 
meaningful to them. Sometimes this may be a completely new design. At other times clients 
choose one of our existing designs which we can then custom make to their specifications. We 
can vary the materials, dimensions, colours and finishes. Clients can have new concrete colours 
custom-made or choose from a range of samples. They can choose an off-form, lightly honed or 
fully exposed concrete look and select the species of timber. 

Having a bespoke piece created for you is not just about getting a beautiful and unique end 
product. The experience of being involved in the creative process is part of the joy. 
Conceptualising a design, imagining its relationship to the space, its intended usage, visualising 
people’s interactions with the object and then seeing it ‘being born’ and becoming part of the 
family – or the workplace - is a great journey. 

Clients come to us with their own ideas or because they have seen our work and respond to our 
aesthetic. We recently had a sculpture commission with the brief: “We love your work. Please 
create something for us”. What a wonderful privilege! 

 

	
Architectural concrete walling. 
 



	
Architectural concrete walling. 
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